Elaine and Steve Anderson (available for press interviews)
Elaine and Steve Anderson, both 50 and from Churchdown, started fostering a year ago. Steve is Black Caribbean, Elaine is White British.

They fostered a Black African child until December and now that placement has ended, they are now fostering two brothers of Afro-Caribbean descent. 
Steve was born in Jamaica and came to Britain when he was seven and then moved to Doncaster, where he met Elaine. She was born and bred in Doncaster. They moved to Gloucestershire together in 1999.

They have four children of their own, who have now all grown up, but two sons still live at home.

Elaine said: “My parents cared for both adults and children when my brother and I left home so it felt the natural thing to do when our children had grown up to think about fostering ourselves.
“We are used to a houseful of children and home was beginning to seem very quiet.

“Although we have only been fostering for a year, we have found it very rewarding. We knew there would be lots of challenges and changes in our lives and there have been ups and downs but, overall, it has been a very positive experience. 
“There has been plenty of support from social workers, other carers and through training opportunities.” 

Elaine and Steve also said that fostering has given them a new focus and means they are much busier in the evenings and on weekends, going out and re-visiting exciting and interesting places that they went to when their own children were younger. They are now looking forward to their next placement (is this placement ending?)
Lesley and Peter Carr (not available for interview)
Lesley and Peter Carr, both aged 49 and from Tuffley, registered as foster carers last March. Peter is Black British and Lesley is white.

Currently, they are providing short break care for looked after children, providing respite to their regular carers. They both work full-time and, therefore, offer short breaks over long weekends every four to five weeks.

Lesley and Peter have four grown-up children of their own, two boys and two girls, and their youngest daughter, 22, still lives at home.

Lesley said: “By offering short breaks to young people, we have been able to see what fostering is like, see what challenges it offers and how it affects our family’s lives. It will help us make a decision about whether it is something we are interested in doing long term.”

Lesley and Peter first looked into fostering in 2002 and started the training and registration process, but when Lesley suffered a personal tragedy, they decided it was not the right time for them. However, they were still keen to get involved and registered last year as foster carers. 

Lesley added: “We started our own family quite young and now they are grown up, we still feel we have a lot to offer as a loving family, especially potentially to a BME young person.

“It can be difficult for the county council to place young people from black and minority ethnic groups with carers from the same race who understand their culture. We feel it’s important they should have that opportunity if they feel it’s important to them. 

“We can offer a loving, stable family home and we are looking forward to having our first foster placement.

“Fostering is not for everyone; it can be challenging at times, even just as short break carers. After all, these young people have often had very tough lives, but it can be very satisfying feeling like you are making a difference.
“There’s lots of training and support available and the county council provides a workbook that all foster carers now have to complete. It helps demonstrate how your skills and confidence as foster carers are developing. There’s always access to a social worker any time you need them for advice and support.”

